
Managing Extremes
Watershed and Climate Disruption

EEP and Trends in Mitigation

May 7, 2010



Background
Production at EEP
Trends
Observations



The Partnership



 DENR Program that:
 Improves our environment. 
 Assists responsible economic development.

 Restores and preserves streams and wetlands: 
 Where the need is greatest.
 Through partnerships with local and state agencies and 

interested parties
 With willing landowners.

Ecosystem Enhancement Program



EEP Provides Mitigation that is

 High quality
 Watershed planning based
 Cost effective
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History
 WRP launched in 1996 for local 

government and general public.

 Expanded in 2003 as Ecosystem 
Enhancement Program.

 Four programs:
 DOT (Wetlands and Streams)
 General Public (Wetlands and Streams)
 Buffers enhancements (Tar/Pam, Neuse and 

Cape Fear basins)
 Nutrient Offset (Tar-Pam and Neuse basins)



EEP Overview

• Receipt-based – no appropriations

• Regulated

• State and national recognition

•Voluntary



What EEP does

 Accept mitigation requirements

 Strategically plan, build and protect mitigation sites

 Coordinates with regulators



Production



Totals Quantity Unit Credits

Stream Mitigation* 3,060,000 feet 1,630,000

Wetland Mitigation* 30,000 acres 13,500

Riparian Buffer Mitigation** 550 acres 550

Nutrient Offset Nitrogen** 1,500,000 pounds 1,500,000

Nutrient Offset Phosphorus** 9,500 pounds 9,500

* Through 6/30/2009 ** Through 12/31/2009
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2010

Projects 560

Sites tracked 1100



347  In the Ground

132 - HQP

80 - In Design

EEP Project Status



Trends



Annual ILF Stream Mitigation Credits 
Paid

Note: Applies to Non-DOT 

account



Cumulative ILF Stream Mitigation 
Credits Paid



Annual ILF Wetland Mitigation 
Credits Paid



Cumulative ILF Wetland Mitigation 
Credits Paid



Annual ILF Buffer Mitigation Credits 
Paid



Cumulative ILF Buffer Mitigation 
Credits Paid



Annual ILF Nutrient Pounds Paid by 
Private



Cumulative ILF Nutrient Pounds Paid 
by Private Customers



Observations

 SL 2009-337
 Economy is down, will there be a turn?
 New rules will emerge, buffer, nutrients
 Traditional mitigation is more scarce
 Basin    8  14digit   water supply 



Where to?

Economy Will turn in time

NCDOT TIP 
Programming

Likely down for the 
short term

SL 2009-337 bank first ? Up or down



Where to?

New rules, buffer, 
nutrients Will be more controls

Location Trending to more 
restrictive

Mitigation type (1) More types

Mitigation type (2) BMPs



Questions?



William D. Gilmore, PE  - Director

Bill.gilmore@ncdenr.gov

EEP Website- www.nceep.net

mailto:Bill.gilmore@ncdenr.gov




WWW.NCEEP.NET






